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Mot el il
“* CIA Director Stansfield Tumer insists ‘that, if. a sunab)e
occasion presents itsell, he will authorxze use of Amerxcan
]ournahsts overseas as CIA agents; He i LS wrong.~2 -, v
< This practice; eliminated by- George Bush*when he was
CIA director; should not have been revived. 5~
a: Turner had a full-scale argument with'U 5 newspaper ed1~.
tors on this issue in sthmgxon D.C; last week. Nelther srde
came away convmce(l 4% AT
> Turner argued.that a 3oumahst, in qupplymo mformatxon
‘to CIA, does not need 10 slant.the news he or she writes. He:
_.contends that a journalist has the same patriotic obligation as
any other citizen to assist his country-when the CIA decides
Jeisina posmon to pmwde useful mte‘uoence about another
:counu-y el :

TURNER I8 OPER AT! NG WIT H pre-Watergate reason-
:ing. It isn’t enough to be *‘clean” these days. In this suspicious
'age, it is essential to sustain the appea"ance of being clean.
3-This means that American foreign correspondents, if they
:-ane to be convincing in sending back impartial news accounts
Yo the American readership, must not only be unbxased but
be -5een as bemgunbnased— P T e e e
3 \w-ékh‘ 7

They can t~§scape a tainted i xmaoe xf the CIA evenunder
‘Yimited and exceptional circurnstances;may be using some of -
-them as agents. Potentiai news sources will wonder as they
offer background.and assistance, "Is thxs mformanon going
o the CIA? = ind st o 2

- While ina very few specific msances correspondents may
e able to assist the United States byworkm«7 with the CIA, in-
a ‘ereat’ numberof instances, Amencan readers .may| be-de=:

._s —d
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R "If Turner so clearly sees this tor his own agency, it-is sur; :

--4‘,\

SO WHICH IS THE MORE patriotic-course, to stand firm
behmcl both the reality and the appearance of maintaining
unblased news, or ~of accepting: the possnb;hry that the CIA
may be recruiting journalists? "2 i

++Tufner 'asked the editors to brmg understandmg mmds 10 1
ms ‘problems ‘of restoring a-balance: berween the need: to-
rx;omtor CIA activities and the need tg! keep Lhe CIA secret
enouch to fulfill its intelligence mission.

L < We would agree that the pendulum needs to be kept in the'.-'
rmddle of.its stroke

elear any-: covert action” overseas ‘with up; to elaht Congres-;
,sxonal ‘committees: Turner i is seekmg to. reduce this to two, >
thh the: understandxm7 that those two commxttees contam{"

“X’\LADDITXON, T HE NAT!ONAL ec r'ty Counc; “ACW-]
keeps'aclose: supervxsxon over; all- CIA- -activities, and. the3
presxd°m himself must approve covert action (the attempt to4
mffuence ‘action in other countries w1thout‘ thesource of that“

Z:The more peop]e in Congress or:elsewhere who have ac-
%ess to information about covert activity, the more difficulti 1{
15[0 get people overseas to enter into it, Turner contends. ==
vHe also wants to limit public access to certain secrét fxles
At present, he must go to court to ask that these files, and the
pames therein, be kept secret. He has had no trouble getting
‘court- agreement. But, he’ contends the’ CIA can’t’enlist
agerits-overseas when there isa risk their names may be
-made public if a Judge oesn’t agree thh the CIA mterpreta-
tlon of need' :

,~WHAT TURNER IS SAYING repeatedly, is that, in.
16day’s suspicious world, his agency-not-only needs to protect
its sources, it must be seen. by others.as havmv that abxhty' :

pnsmg he” doesn’ t_see the. same “th




